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21.10.2021 

To, 

1. The Director General of Police – Karnataka,  

No. 2, Police Headquarters,  
Nrupathunga Road, 

Bengaluru, Karnataka – 560001.  
2. The Chairperson,  

Karnataka State Police Complaints Authority, 
Vikasa Soudha, Dr. BR Ambedkar Veedhi, 

Bengaluru, Karnataka – 560001. 
 

Respected Madam/Sir, 

Sub: Seeking initiation of disciplinary and criminal action against 

erring police officials of Vijayapura Rural Police Station and Kaup 
Police Station, Karnataka. 

The All-India Lawyers’ Association for Justice is an association of lawyers, legal 

professionals and law students across India striving to protect the values of the 
Constitution, and to uphold human rights. As such, we seek to hold the institutions 

of our democracy accountable to the Constitution and the law, and ensure that the 
democratic, secular, and fraternal fabric of these institutions are not eroded. 

 

The instant complaint is being filed against the police officials of Kaup Police Station, 
Udupi District in Karnataka and Vijayapura Rural Police Station, who publicly donned 
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saffron religious clothing under the garb of celebrating a Hindu festival. Vijayapura 

Superintendent of Police Anand Kumar is also seen in the photograph1. Photographs 
of the police officials from the Kaup and Vijayapura Rural Police Stations are 
attached herewith as Annexure – A. 

 

Police personnel are required to strictly abide by the tenet of the law in discharging 
their duties. They are governed by the law of the land, including the Karnataka 

Police Act, 1963 and the Karnataka Police Manual. The Kaup and Vijayapura Rural 
Police officials have acted in violation of the following provisions of the Karnataka 
Police Manual:  

1. Order 1(a)(vii): Failed to create and maintain a feeling of security in the 
community.  

2. Order 2: Failed to bear faithful allegiance to the Constitution of India and 
respect and uphold the rights of citizens guaranteed by it, as by engaging in a 

religious function and donning saffron clothing. Through this they have 
eroded the secular nature of the Constitution and have imposed religious 

beliefs on an institution of the people (the police) which is meant to be 
secular, non-partisan, and unbiased.  

3. Order 14: The police shall be considered to always be on duty and are thus 
required to conduct their public and private lives in accordance with 

Constitutional values, without imposing religious beliefs and prejudices.  

4. Order 290: The police are entitled in their private lives to freely profess and 
practice any religion but must “conduct themselves in public as to leave no 

 
1 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/vijayapura-police-in-saffron-rakes-up-
controversy-on-social-media/article37035235.ece.  
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room for an impression to arise that they are likely in their official dealings to 
favour persons belonging to any religion.” It is clear that the police personnel 
of the Kaup and Vijayapura Rural Police Stations have acted in gross violation 

of this Order, as they have left an unambiguous impression in the mind of the 

public that they subscribe to a certain religion, that the police station itself 
celebrates and favors a certain religion, that they don saffron robes that are 

associated with Hindu religious extremist outfits, an that they might be likely 
to favor persons belonging to a particular religion.  

Thus, the Kaup and Vijayapura Rural Police Station have acted in complete violation 

of the Karnataka Police Manual. The Constitution of India is underpinned with the 
principles of equality, fraternity, justice, and secularism. Secularism, in fact, is a core 

aspect of the Constitution. Thus, the institutions of our democracy, including the 
police force, are required to carry forward these values in their functioning to ensure 
that they provide their unbiased service to society.  

In Prakash Singh v. Union of India reported in (2006) 8 SCC 1, noting the growingly 

partisan nature of the police, directed the establishment of a police complaints 

authority to enquire into complaints against officers. In fact, the Guidelines on 
Communal Harmony, 2008 issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs which has been 

cited with approval by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in Pravasi Bhalai Sanghatan v. 
Union of India reported in AIR 2014 SC 1591, state at clause 4.1. that the 

composition of the police force, especially those deployed in communally sensitive 
areas, should be representative of the social structure of the region so as to ensure 

credibility and help in creating a feeling of confidence among all sections of the 
people. Per clause 4.2.(c), review of the training program of the police force must be 

conducted to inculcate attitudes of secularism and communal harmony in the police 
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force, including conducting special training and orientation. It is pertinent to note 

that per clause 4.4 in communally sensitive and riot prone areas police and 
administrative officials of proven integrity, efficiency, impartiality and non-partisan 
outlook must be posted. 

The Guidelines are clear at clause 4.5. that public servants must do their best to 
prevent communal violence and protect victims in a neutral manner, any malafide 

act or omission of which will be dealt with strictly. It is evident that the Kaup and 
Vijayapura Rural police officials have acted in gross violation of the Guidelines on 

Communal Harmony, and have acted in a biased, communal, and unconstitutional 
manner.  

Further, their actions amount to a misconduct under Section 20C(2) of the Karnataka 

Police Act, 1963 as they have committed a wilful breach and neglect of the law, 
adversely affecting the rights of the members of the public. Further, as the 

Superintendent of Police Anand Kumar has also engaged in the misconduct, the 
State Police Complaints authority is required to inquire into the complaint and initiate 
appropriate action against the erring officials and the Superintendent of Police.  

 

In light of the above, we seek that you:  

1. Initiate an immediate disciplinary enquiry against the erring police officials 
and ensure that strict action is taken against them.  

2. Register a complaint and conduct an enquiry under the aegis of the Police 
Complaints Authority. 
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3. Undertake urgent measures to conduct training programs and orientations of 

the police force at Kaup and Vijayapura Rural Police Stations to inculcate 
values of secularism and fraternity.  

4. Issue a Circular to all the police stations in the State of Karnataka to abide by 

the Constitution and refrain from undertaking communal activities at the 
police stations. 

The police force is meant to be the first response to violations of rights of the 
citizens. As such, the people rely on them to provide unbiased service and protect 

their rights no matter their religious affiliations. Their role becomes especially 

important given the rising incidents of communal violence against religious 
minorities, as the police are the first remedy for victims of such violence. For the 

Rule of Law to exist in our democracy, it is pertinent for the people to depose their 
confidence in the police force and trust that their actions will be unfettered by 

religious bias. In light of the growing incidents of communal violence in the State of 
Karnataka, now more than ever an unbiased and secular police force is required. We 

urge you to take stern action against the erring officials, and ensure that the faith of 
the people in the police is restored. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Maitreyi Krishnan 

Co-Convener, All India Lawyer’s Association for Justice  



 
ALL INDIA LAWYERS’ ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE 

#18, Bharat Bhavan, No. 35, Infantry Road, Bengaluru- 560001 
lawyersassociationforjustice@gmail.com 

 
 

ANNEXURE – A  

 

Police personnel of the Vijayapura Rural Police Station 
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Police personnel of the Kaup Police Station 

 

 


