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To,  25/10/2021 
 

1. The Director General of Police – Karnataka,  
No. 2, Police Headquarters, Nrupathunga Road,  
Bengaluru – 560001 
[police@ksp.gov.in] 

 
2. Superintendent of Police 

Tumakuru 
[sptkr@ksp.gov.in]  

 
Sir,  
 

Seeking registration of FIR on the basis of communal statements made 
at open meeting on 22.10.2021 etc. 

 
All-India Lawyers’ Association for Justice [AILAJ] is an association of lawyers, 
legal professionals and law students across India striving to protect the values 
of the Constitution, and to uphold human rights. As such, we seek to hold the 
institutions of our democracy accountable to the Constitution and the law, 
and ensure that the democratic, secular, and fraternal fabric of these 
institutions are not eroded. The instant complaint is being addressed to you 
with deepest concern by AILAJ in respect of various statements made in 
public in Tumakuru district on Friday [22.10.2021]. 
 
Sir, it has been covered in news channels that communal and provocative 
statements that amount to incitement to violence have been made by the 
following persons: 

1. Basavaraj, State Convenor, Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
2. Ullas, state secretary, Hindu Jagaran Vedike 

 
Videos of Shri Basavaraj have been shown on TV stating that “I am giving a 
warning to all goonda bad Muslim jihadis If Hindu community hold weapons 
in their hands, there won’t even be any place to bury you, we are giving you 
a warning in this fashion. Listen, you of Hindu community. The said video is 
available on the YouTube Channel of PublicTV at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIPooPWk1Bw. 
 
Morevoer, Deccan Herald has reported that Hindu Jagaran Vedike state 
secretary Ullas said, "We will resort to violence, if need be, to protect Hindu 
Dharma. We will teach 'Jihadi terrorists' a lesson. A young brigade will be 
formed to counter any attack on dharma and the nation.. Organisations like 
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SDPI and PFI have continued their assault on Hindus. After then CM 
Siddaramaiah withdrew criminal cases against PFI activists, many Hindu 
activists were murdered,"  
 
It is also reported that permission for conducting this meeting was rejected 
by your office, and regardless, the unlawful assembly continued. Moreover, 
despite the presence of multiple police officials at the event, it is unclear 
whether action has been taken against the perpetrators of this offence.  
 
The effect of the incident is the creation of communal disharmony and the 
disruption of public order. It provides a feat to religious extremist outfits to 
utilize vigilante violence to further their communal goals. The incident entirely 
upsets the fabric of secularism and fraternity in society, leading marginalized 
communities to live in fear of the dominant community. There are several 
videos, pictures, and news reports available regarding the incident. 
 
In Tehseen Poonawalla v. Union of India reported in AIR 2018 SC 3354, the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court has unambiguously stated that non-state actors 
cannot be allowed to take the place of law or law enforcing agency. It held: 
“17. There can be no shadow of doubt that the authorities which are 
conferred with the responsibility to maintain law and order in the States have 
the principal obligation to see that vigilantism, be it cow vigilantism or any 
other vigilantism of any perception, does not take place. When any core 
group with some kind of idea take the law into their own hands, it ushers in 
anarchy, chaos, disorder and, eventually, there is an emergence of a violent 
society. Vigilantism cannot, by any stretch of imagination, be given room to 
take shape, for it is absolutely a perverse notion….No one has the authority to 
enter into the said field and harbour the feeling that he is the law and the 
punisher himself. A country where the Rule of law prevails does not allow any 
such thought. It, in fact, commands for ostracisation of such thoughts with 
immediacy” 
 
The actions of those gathered amount to an illegal assembly punishable 
under section 143 of the IPC. Moreover, since police asked those gathered to 
disperse, the actions would also be punishable under Section 145 of the IPC. 
The statements of Shri Basavaraj and Shri Ullas also amount to provocation 
with intent to cause riot punishable under section 153 and promoting enmity 
between different groups on grounds of religion and doing acts prejudicial to 
maintenance of harmony punishable under section 153A. These statements 
also are prejudicial to national-integration and hence punishable under 
section 153B. The actions of the unlawful assembly also amount to public 
nuisance punishable under section 290 IPC. 
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As the offences are both cognizable and non-bailable offences per Schedule I 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, per the directions of the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court in Lalita Kumari v. State of U.P. reported in (2014) 2 SCC 1, 
registration of an FIR is mandatory. Hence it is prayed that an FIR be 
immediately registered against Shri Basavaraj, Shri Ullas and other members 
of unlawful assembly under sections 143, 145, 153, 153A, and 290 r/w 34, 
149.  
 
The actions of the police present at the incident also violate Order 1(a)(vii) of 
the Karnataka Police Manual as they failed to create and maintain a feeling of 
security in the community. It is sought that necessary disciplinary action be 
taken against the concerned officers.  
 
The increasing occurrence of communal incidents against religious minorities 
across the State is also noted with deep concern. It is demanded that the 
police take all necessary preventative measures as mandated in the 
Communal Harmony Guidelines issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs and 
holistically implement the guidelines to ensure maintenance of communal 
harmony.  
 
The incident, if left unpunished and unchecked, is an implicit endorsement to 
extremist groups to carry out vigilante justice. In the recent past, Karnataka 
has witnessed growing incidents of moral policing, honour killings, murders, 
harassment, and communal disharmony. Statements such as those made by 
Shri Basawaraj and Shri Ullas result in denial of equal citizenship to persons, 
and lead to discrimination, violence, and ultimately social apartheid. In order 
to protect the fraternal and peace-loving fabric of our Constitution and 
society, urgent action is required to be taken against the offenders to restore 
the faith of the public in the rule of law. 
 
Thanking you,  
 

 
Maitreyi Krishnan 
Co-Convenor 
AILAJ 


