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24th October 2021  

 

AILAJ strongly condemns Israel Government’s latest oppressive move of 

designating six leading Palestinian Human Rights Groups as “terror organizations”. 

This move, apart from effectively outlawing these groups also puts their staff at 

imminent risk of persecution and danger. The six groups that have been targeted 

are: Al-Haq, Addameer, Defence for Children International – Palestine, the Bisan 

Center for Research and Development, the Union of Palestinian Women’s 

Committees and the Union of Agricultural Work Committees 

 

The above 6 groups have over the years been at the forefront of critical 

human rights work in Palestine and have dedicated themselves to preserving the life 

and upholding the dignity of Palestinian people especially in the occupied territories. 

The work of these groups is varied and spans different activities including but not 

limited to documenting and monitoring human rights abuses, legal rights work, and 

advocacy efforts to end settler colonial apartheid in Israel. The groups have been 

deemed “terrorist organizations” under the 2016 draconian “Counter Terrorism” 

Law which gives the Israel State unbridled power to outlaw any organization they 

believe contributes directly or indirectly to terrorist organizations. This has been 

possible, due to the Counter Terrorism Law being studded with broad and vague 

definitions of “terrorism” and “terrorist organizations”, allowing the Israel State to 

persecute anyone they displease of under the law.  

 

https://ailaj.wordpress.com/
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/palestinian-human-rights-ngo/
https://mondoweiss.net/2016/06/criminalizes-palestinian-political/
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The Israel State’s targeting of human rights groups and activists working for 

vulnerable people through repressive anti-terrorism laws finds strong parallel in 

India, where several human rights activists have been languishing in jail under the 

notorious Unlawful Prevention of Activities Act, 1967 (“UAPA”) , for no reason 

other than their courage and grit in standing up to oppressive practices of the Indian 

State. The UAPA is similar to the Counter Terrorism Law of Israel in many ways, 

but especially in how it contains overarching definitions of “terrorism”  and 

“terrorist” which gives the State broad leeway to target anyone it pleases through it. 

Anti-Terrorism Laws have become the favorite plaything of authoritarian 

governments around the world to muzzle democratic activity and speech, and have 

come to have a chilling effect on people’s right to freedom of association, speech, 

and democratic participation. It is therefore of utmost urgency that progressive 

forces around the world unite to resist it.  

 

AILAJ offers its full and complete solidarity with the 6 Palestinian Human 

Rights Groups against this sinister and outrageous attack on their critical human 

rights work in Palestine. AILAJ demands that the Israel State immediately revoke its 

designation of the 6 groups as “terrorist organizations” and cease its interference, 

intimidation, and harassment of the 6 organizations and the people associated with 

them.  

National Convenor 
 
Clifton D’ Rozario 
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