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19th August 2021 

AILAJ CONDEMNS THE ASSAULT ON JOURNALISTS PERFORMING THEIR 

PROFESSIONAL DUTY DURING MUHARRAM IN SRINAGAR 

AILAJ is appalled by the numerous reports and videos of physical assault by Jammu and 

Kashmir Police personnel on journalists in Srinagar, Kashmir, on 17th of August preventing 

them from performing their professional duties. The right to freedom of speech and 

expression includes the liberty of press as well. 

The journalists were covering the Muharram procession in Srinagar’s central Jehangir 

Chowk. The videos taken by the journalists show the police leading the attack carrying sticks 

and assault rifles. Several journalists have accused the J&K police of first abusing them and 

then beating them. A camera of at least one photojournalist was also allegedly broken by 

J&K personnel in their efforts to stop the coverage of the procession. 

 The physical attack on these journalists represents a serious setback to press freedom, 

especially considering India is already placed at 142nd rank out of 180 countries according to 

the 2021 World Press Freedom Index. Pertinently, in response to a question in Parliament, the 

Minister of Information and Broadcasting stated that “The Government has come across 

reports carrying the survey of World Press Freedom Index published by ‘Reporters Without 

Borders’. However, the Government does not agree to the conclusions drawn by this 

organization for various reasons...”[1] 

The incident is part of an ongoing trend to deter journalists from seeking the truth, reporting 

from the ground, and doing their duty. Can we forget that Siddique Kappan is in jail since 

October 5, 2020 when he was arrested while to going to cover the Hathras rape case? The use 

of draconian and colonial laws including the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and 

sedition against journalists performing professional duties is on the rise. Moreover, a report 

by the Free Speech Collective finds that in 2020 alone 67 cases were lodged against 

journalists, of which, nine were in Kashmir. [2] Not only this, but at least 198 serious 

physical attacks on journalists between 2014-2019. The use of internet shutdowns in Kashmir 

has also had a severe impact on press freedom. 

Apart from the impact on freedom of press, the incident must be seen to be another 

demonstration of the impunity enjoyed by armed personnel in Kashmir. Recent reports that 

the officers concerned have been transferred only further this understanding, and this action 

is absolutely inadequate. [3] AILAJ demands that a credible investigation be immediately be 
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conducted against the incident with disciplinary proceedings against the concerned officers 

and compensation to the journalists involved. 

We leave this statement with the words of the Supreme Court stated over six decades ago, in 

1958, by a Constitution Bench, in Express Newspaper (P) Limited vs Union of India,: ― 

“As with all freedoms, press freedom means freedom from and freedom for. A free press is 

free from compulsions from whatever source, governmental or social, external or internal. 

From compulsions, not from pressures; for no press can be free from pressures except in a 

moribund society empty of contending forces and beliefs. These pressures, however, if they 

are persistent and distorting — as financial, clerical, popular, institutional pressures may 

become — approach compulsion; and something is then lost from effective freedom which the 

press and its public must unite to restore. A free press is free for the expression of opinion in 

all its phases. It is free for the achievement of those goals of press service on which its own 

ideals and the requirements of the community combine and which existing techniques make 

possible. For these ends, it must have full command of technical resources, financial 

strength, reasonable access to sources of information at home and abroad, and the necessary 

facilities for bringing information to the national market. The press must grow to the measure 

of this market.” 

 

[1] https://pqars.nic.in/annex/254/AU62.pdf 

[2] https://freespeechcollectivedotin.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/behind-bars-arrests-of-

journalists-in-india-2010-20.pdf 

[3] https://www.news18.com/news/india/journalists-assaulted-for-covering-muharram-

procession-at-jehangir-chowk-in-srinagar-cops-transferred-4100411.html 
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