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27th August 2021 
Bengaluru 

To, 
The Chairperson 
Bar Council of India 
New Delhi. 
 
Respected Sir, 

Sub: Directions to the Bar Council of India of the Apex Court in Aparna 
Bhat v. State of Madhya Pradesh [2021 SCC OnLine 230] decided on 
18.03.2021 (attached with this email) 

 
You would recall the outrage at the order of the Madhya Pradesh High Court 

granting anticipatory bail to an accused in a case of criminal assault on the condition 
that he would go to the house of the victim/survivor and tie a rakhi for her. Several 
prominent advocates and activists approached the Supreme Court in this regard, 
leading to the judgment referred to in the subject. 

This judgment is an important landmark in the efforts to address gender 
stereotyping and sets out the role of the judiciary in countering the same. 
Pertinently in the said judgment, the Supreme Court has passed a direction to the 
Bar Council of India as follows: 
 

“48. Likewise, the Bar Council of India (BCI) should also consult subject experts 
and circulate a paper for discussion with law faculties and 
colleges/universities in regard to courses that should be taught at the 
undergraduate level, in the LL.B program. The BCI shall also require topics on 
sexual offences and gender sensitization to be mandatorily included in the 
syllabus for the All India Bar Examination.” 

 
In light of the above direction, we request you to kindly circulate the paper 

prepared in compliance with the abovesaid direction of the Supreme Court and open 
the same for consultation with members of the legal profession. In the event that 
such a paper is yet to be prepared, we request you to ensure compliance of the said 
direction dated 18.03.2021 on an urgent basis. We also request you to kindly 
publicise the same by putting the same on the BCI website as also request the bar 
councils of all States to also do the same. It would be necessary that the said draft 
paper is also translated into local languages for access and reach. 
 
Thanking you, 
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Clifton D’ Rozario 
National Convener 
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